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English Abstracts

The Unifying Model of the Prophet's (PBUH) Penal Policy:
Amnesty, Reconciliation, and Decriminalization
in Strengthening Social Peace
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Abstract

Penal policy in the life of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) is not just a set of penal
provisions; rather, it is a multidimensional system that emphasizes the
connection of justice, mercy, prevention, and maintaining social cohesion.
This policy, unlike contemporary punishment-oriented approaches, operates
as a combination of decriminalization, social reconciliation, and restorative
justice, and its ultimate goal is to create a cohesive society, free from violence,
and based on mutual trust. The present study, using a descriptive-analytical
method and based on reliable historical, jurisprudential, and narrative sources,
extracts the unifying model of the Prophet's penal policy and examines its
role in consolidating social peace. The findings show that the penal policy
of the Prophet (PBUH) in important events such as the Conquest of Mecca,
the Afak affair, the Hudaybiyah peace treaty, the Banu Nadir affair, and tribal
murder cases was managed not only in the form of punishment, but also
with dialogue, reform, and social tools, which reduced tensions, prevented
revenge, and strengthened social solidarity. This model can be inspiring in the
reconstruction of the criminal policy of contemporary Islamic countries.

Keywords: Prophetic penal policy, decriminalization, penal reconciliation,
restorative justice, social unity, the Prophet's (PBUH) character.
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Abstract

The basteya(gates) have been the first visible and tangible structures of the
structure of the Astan Quds Razavi for the viewer or pilgrim before entering the
holy shrine, since ancient times. In other words, the boundaries of the Holy Shrine
begin with the bast. The basteya are the connection between the external and
material space and the sacred and holy space of the shrine of Imam Reza (AS).
There were rules for entering the bast. These laws have had a specific relevance
over different centuries, depending on the circumstances of the governments that
dominated the country. A bast is a place where a sinner would be protected if he
approached it. Of course, non-Muslims were excluded from this law and social
custom, according to the documents, and could not enter the bast.This study
reviews the reports of the bast and bastneshini(Sitting in the bast) in Astan Quds
Razavi as narrated by European and American travel writers.

The research and study community is a travelogue that presents reports on the
bast and bastneshini to the Holy Shrine. The research method in this study is
qualitative with a descriptive approach based on events taken from travelogues.
This research seeks to answer the question of how bast and bastneshini function
are described in the travelogues of Europeans and Americans.The findings of this
research indicate that in the Safavid era, with the construction and completion of
the Holy Courtyard (Inglab), the areas on the western and eastern sides of this
courtyard were called Bast, and gradually, at the beginning of the Qajar era until
the end of the Pahlavi era, The concept of the bast and bastneshini has been
reflected in travel writers' reports by expressing a critique of function.

Keywords: The bast and bastneshini, Imam Reza (AS) shrine, travelogues,
Astan Quds Razavi, Mashhad.
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The Life of the Ahlul Bayt (peace be upon them)
in the Cultural Engineering of Society
(With Emphasis on the Strategy of Intellectual
and Cultural Cadre Building in Cognitive Warfare

Reza mehrzad © *

Received: November 21, 2025
Revised: November 27 , 2025
Accepted: November 29, 2025

Abstract

With the rise of the Umayyads, profound cognitive deviations were
experienced by the Islamic community. The damage that occurred in various
social dimensions and aspects led to intellectual and ideological gaps among
the Islamic community. In contrast, the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.), considering the
intellectual and cultural gap that had arisen in the community, chose “cultural
engineering centered on intellectual and cultural cadre building” as one of
their reform tactics. A tactic that can act as an interventionist to confront the
dominant thinking and discourse in society and, while attacking the intellectual
foundations of the rival movement, provide cognitive guidance to different
masses of people based on their own epistemological foundations. Therefore,
in this research, with the approach of historical study and comparative analysis
method, we will examine this cognitive strategy of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) and
study and examine it in the form of measures such as “providing cognitive
prerequisites”, “training and educating human resources” and “creating
sublime values in lifestyle”.

Keywords: Seerah, cultural engineering, cadre building, cognitive warfare,
Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.).
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Abstract

This article provides a psychological analysis of the concept of “persistence”
in the life of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) using the theoretical frameworks of Viktor
Frankl’s “Methodology” and “Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy” (CBT). The
present study argues that Islamic concepts such as patience, contentment,
and prayer are not merely passive states, but rather active cognitive-spiritual
processes that are deeply aligned with the fundamental principles of modern
psychotherapy. Using a qualitative-interpretive analysis of historical and
narrative texts, this article provides a case study of the evolution of Imam Musa
al-Kazim’s (AS) prayers during his long-term imprisonment. The findings show
that the resilience of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) is a dynamic, two-stage pattern: in
the first stage, in the face of bearable suffering, they achieve resilience through
“cognitive reconstruction” and “finding attitudinal meaning” (manifested in the
Imam’s prayer of gratitude for the solitude of worship). In the second stage,
when suffering reaches a devastating and unbearable level, the psychological
strategy changes from internal reconstruction to “active action to change
the situation” (manifested in the prayer of supplication for deliverance). This
dynamic pattern provides a basis for presenting a new framework of “Islamic
Cognitive-Spiritual Therapy” (ICST) that is rooted in the Seerah and can be
analyzed and used as a valid and culturally compatible therapeutic model.

Keywords: resilience, meaning therapy, cognitive-behavioral therapy
(CBT), Seerah of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.), Imam Kazim (a.s.), patience,
contentment, prayer, Islamic psychology.
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Abstract

Crisis communication scholarship has been largely dominated by organization-
centered frameworks, most notably Situational Crisis Communication Theory
(SCCT) and Image Restoration Theory (IRT). Grounded in the logic of image
repair and perception management, these theories prove limited in addressing
profound legitimacy crises arising from cognitive warfare and structural
ambiguity, thereby necessitating an alternative model.

This study aims to address this theoretical gap and contribute to a
paradigmatic shift from image-oriented to truth-oriented crisis communication
by developing a strategic framework. The research adopts an applied-
developmental purpose and employs a qualitative methodology based on
rhetorical discourse analysis. Data were collected through documentary
analysis of foundational texts, including Nahj al-Balagha, Tarikh al-Tabarr,
and accounts of the Battle of Siffin, focusing on the communicative actions of
Imam Ali (peace be upon him) in confronting the movements of the Nakithin,
Qasitin, and Mariqgin.

The findings identify four core principles—truth-centeredness, priority of
explanation over action, centrality of insight-building, and differentiation
between deviant leaders and the social base—along with three meta-
strategies: truth-based framing, legitimacy-building through accountability,
and delegitimation through disclosure. Synthesizing these elements, the
study proposes the “Truth-Oriented Crisis Communication Model” as a
processual, three-phase framework encompassing the pre-crisis (prevention

1. PhD Student in Media Management, University of Religions and Denominations,Qom,Iran
(Corresponding Author): Nasle3@chmail.ir

2. PhD Student in Media Management, University of Religions and Denominations,Qom, Iran:
hr.jafari@Urd.ac.ir
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and inoculation), crisis (clarification and moral argumentation), and post-crisis
(restoration and future foresight) stages. This model prioritizes sustainable
public trust through proactive transparency, reasoned persuasion, and the
enhancement of collective discernment rather than short-term reputational
management.

Keywords: Crisis Communication; Alavi Discourse (Imam Ali’'s Communication
Practice); Persuasive Explanation; Truth-Centeredness; Legitimacy Crises.
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Abstract

This research, aiming to move beyond an atomistic and proof-texting
approach to the verses of virtues, addresses the fundamental question: Was
the introduction of the virtues of Amir al-Mu'minin (as) in the Quran (whether via
direct revelation or prophetic elucidation) a series of disconnected events, or
did it follow a narrative logic and an evolutionary process to elucidate Imamate
within the context of the Prophetic Mission? This issue is significant because the
traditional view overlooks the pedagogical wisdom and the sagacious design
underlying the sequence of these divine interventions, all of which served to
establish the Prophetic mission. This paper, by focusing strictly on verses that
either possess a "direct occasion of revelation" (Sha’n Nuzdl) or refer to him
based on "direct prophetic elucidation" (Tabyin Nabaw1) documented in reliable
sources of both schools (Farigain), and by adopting a "TanzilT (chronological)
exegesis" approach to structure the data and a "narrative-evolutionary
analysis" theoretical framework, answers this question. This framework, by
analyzing elements such as plot, characterization, and the contextual function
of each narrative intervention, seeks to uncover the internal logic governing
the text-context relationship. Findings show that this process had two distinct
narrative acts in service of the Prophetic mission. In the first act (Mecca), the
primary function was ‘"identity-building and resilience-strengthening"; the
characterization of Ali (as) as "al-Sabiqun" (the foremost, providing authenticity),
"Udhun Wa'iyah" (the preserving ear of prophetic knowledge), and the self-
sacrificer of "Laylat al-Mabit" (guarantor of the Prophet's survival) created
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an unwavering spiritual axis for believers. Upon entering the second act
(Medina), the narrative's function shifted to "institution-building and leadership
elucidation." In this context, his characterization as the sole executor of "Najwa"
(confirming veracity), the axis of "Wilayah" (defining the structure), the "Self of
the Prophet" in Mubahalah (existential legitimacy), and the "Perfecter of the
Religion" (guarantor of the mission's continuity), laid the foundations for the
post-prophetic leadership system.

Keywords: Prophetic Mission, Imam Ali (as), Tanzill Exegesis, Imamate,
Quranic Virtues.
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