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English Abstracts

An Exegetical Analysis of the Verse ‘Wa Ma Yu ammaru
Min Mu ‘ammarin...’ (Fatir, 11) and Its Implications for
the Possibility of Human Longevity: With Emphasis on the
Theological Dimensions of Imam al-Mahdi’s (as) Life
Meysam Shoaib @ * Reza Mollazadeh Yamchi © 2
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Abstract

This study, utilizing an analytical-descriptive approach, elucidates the implication
of the verse, “And no one is granted a long life, nor is anything reduced from his
life, but it is all in a register. Indeed, that is easy for Allah” (Fatir: 11), regarding the
human potential for a long life. The issue of the possibility of longevity, particularly
concerning the life of Imam Mahdi (aj), has always been a theological challenge
requiring a well-reasoned Qur'anic explanation. This research examines the
foundations for the possibility of longevity by investigating the views of exegetes
from both schools (Shia and Sunni) and analyzing relevant narrations. The
findings indicate that the aforementioned verse provides a Qur'anic foundation
for this belief by emphasizing God's absolute power and knowledge, and the
ease with which He can grant long life ("Indeed, that is easy for Allah"). This verse,
whether in interpretations pointing to a predetermined lifespan or those positing
a conditional one subject to change (Bada'), signifies God's complete dominion
over lifespans. Furthermore, other Qur'anic evidence, such as the long life of
Prophet Noah (as), and the acceptance of the continued existence of four divine
prophets by Sunni scholars, reinforces the possibility of longevity and provides
a basis for the theological argument of the 'Rule of Obligation' (Qa'idat al-llzam).
Ultimately, this research concludes that the verse Fatir: 11 is not only a Qur'anic
basis for the possibility of longevity but also strengthens its theological and
rational foundations in response to polemical doubts.

Keywords: Verse 11 of Fatir, Longevity, Imam Mahdi (aj), Exegetes, Rule of
Obligation (Qa'idat al-llzam), Rational Possibility.
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Abstract

Khanikov, Bast, and Dalmani are travelers who, from the three continents of
Asia, America, and Europe, have provided thought-provoking reports on pilgrims
and the shrine of Mashhad-al-Reza during the second half of the 19th century.
Khannikov, a Russian geographer, visited the Holy Shrine during an administrative
mission in the years (1859-1858). James Bassett, during the years (1885-1871),
reported on pilgrims and their visits to the shrine of Imam Reza, and mentioned
the remarkable effect of Tawasul and spiritual attractions among pilgrims.
Frenchman Henri René Dalmani traveled to the East and Iran for trade, and in
1899 he arrived in Mashhad with a pilgrimage caravan. This research reviews and
examines the reports of these three travel writers. The research method is based
on quantitative, qualitative and descriptive methods. The question is: Given the
many differences and social functions of Bast, Khanikov and Dalmani, how did
they describe in their travelogues the passion and devotion of the pilgrims and
the journey to the holy shrine of Imam Reza in the 14th century AH (19 AD)? Priest
Bast presents spiritual reports, including the martyrdom of Imam Reza (AS), his
holy tomb. Dalmani's attention, photographing the pilgrims during the journey
and return, and the views of the holy shrine, have made his reports distinguished
and at the same time attractive. In addition to traveling, Khanikov has scientific
and geographical equipment, and his result from visiting the Holy Shrine is the
compilation of the first map of the Imam Reza shrine.

Keywords: Imam Reza, Holy Shrine of Imam Reza, travel writers, James Bassett,
Henri René Dalmani. Khannikov.
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Abstract

Government and its formation must be understood as a social necessity and
an undeniable reality, with no room for avoidance or retreat in its establishment.
While there are numerous discussions regarding the underlying factors and
degrees of success in its realization, the government of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) in Medina stands as one of the most prominent examples
of state-building in Islamic history. It marked a turning point in the history of the
Arabian Peninsula and offered a timeless model for governance based on justice,
ethics, and unity.

This research, through an analytical-historical and library-based methodology,
drawing upon sources from both early and later scholars, explores the fundamental
role of human strategies alongside divine confirmations in the success of the
Medinan state. This is viewed as one of the primary and foundational goals of
forming Islamic power and governance during the Prophet’s era.

The study also aims to critically assess the absolutist view held by some who
emphasize direct revelation while overlooking external and worldly factors in the
establishment and realization of the Prophetic government in Medina, thereby
marginalizing the role and influence of the Companions in this regard.

The findings reveal that the Prophet’s human initiatives — such as wise leadership,
unifying dispersed tribes, and designing a just social system—played a central
role in the political structure. Divine confirmations acted as a source of legitimacy
rather than being direct drivers of policy-making.

Keywords: Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Human Prudence, Divine Endorsement,
the Government of Medina, Islamic Politics.
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Abstract

Nahj al-Balagha, comprising the sermons, letters, and aphorisms of Imam
Ali, constitutes a seminal text that addresses a wide array of socio-political
and ethical concerns. Among the themes elaborated within this corpus, the
issue of discerning and strategically confronting enemies is particularly salient
in the context of contemporary geopolitical dynamics. The present descriptive-
analytical study explores the methodology of Imam Ali in confronting enemies,
with a focus on extrapolating applicable principles for contemporary strategic
practice.

The study elucidates Imam Ali’'s multi-dimensional approach to adversary
engagement, which encompasses the identification of hostile agents, critical
awareness of their motives and operational schemes, the formulation of
preemptive safeguards against infiltration, and the deployment of calibrated
countermeasures. The model articulated by Imam Aliin Nahj al-Balagha provides
a coherent and adaptable framework that can inform the decisions of Muslim
intellectuals, policymakers, and leaders confronting modern-day threats. By
internalizing this model, contemporary Muslim societies may enhance their
strategic posture, fortify their security infrastructures, and mitigate the adverse
impacts of external hostilities.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali, Shi’a political thought, Enemy confrontation
strategies.
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Abstract

This study aims to explain the model of political persuasion employed by Amir al-
Mu’minin (peace be upon him) in facing the internal crises of early Islam, focusing
on the description and analysis of his persuasive efforts during the two major
battles of Jamal and Nahrawan. The research method is descriptive-analytical with
acomparative case study approach, utilizing theoretical frameworks of persuasion
(such as Aristotle’s theory and principles of the psychology of persuasion) to analyze
findings drawn from primary and reliable historical sources and the Prophet’s
biography. The findings indicate that, despite significant differences in audiences,
the nature of the crises, and their consequences, Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be
upon him) employed a coherent and multifaceted model of political persuasion
in both events. The main components of this model include a firm priority on
persuasion and completion of argument before resorting to force, comprehensive
application of rational, emotional, behavioral, and practical methods, flexibility in
content and emphasis appropriate to the audience and context, and multilayered
goal-setting. Although this model did not always completely prevent conflict, it
played a significant role in reducing the scope of discord, separating a segment
of the opposition, and legitimizing the Imam’s defensive actions. The overall
conclusion of the research suggests that the model of political persuasion of Amir
al-Mu’minin (peace be upon him) represents a practical manifestation of wise
and divine leadership in crisis management, which, relying on rationality, ethics,
and compassion, sought to conquer hearts and minds before the battlefield.
This model offers important practical implications for conflict management and
combating extremism in the contemporary world.

Keywords: Political persuasion, Amir al-Mu’minin (AS), Battle of Jamal, Battle of
Nahrawan, Comparative case study, Crisis management, Alavi tradition.
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Abstract

In the value system of Islam, kinship ties have a place beyond a social behavior
and have been introduced as one of the effective strategies for moral development,
psychological peace, and the search for meaning in individual life. The teachings
of Imam Sajjad (AS), especially in Sahifa Sajjadiyah, and other authentic religious
texts, imply that relationships with relatives are not only a moral virtue, but also a
means of approaching God and human mental health. The present study aims to
analyze the impact of kinship ties on individual morale, and based on Quranic and
Hadith sources, it was conducted in a descriptive-analytical manner and with an
interdisciplinary approach. In this regard, six main axes were examined, including
the worshipful and moral dimensions of kinship ties, its role in strengthening the
sense of belonging, psychological security, moral education, identity formation,
and meaning in life. The findings showed that kinship ties, in the context of Islamic
teachings, have functions beyond social interactions and can be recognized as
an effective tool in reducing anxiety, increasing feelings of satisfaction, developing
moral and spiritual character, and strengthening an individual's psychological
capital. Also, analysis of the narrations of Imam Sajjad (AS) showed that he
introduced kinship ties as a means of softening relationships, practicing humility,
and elevating the soul. This research, relying on integrated analyses of religious
sources and individual psychology, has reinterpreted the bond of kinship not only
as a religious recommendation, but also as an effective strategy for promoting
individual mental health in the modern world.

Keywords: bond of kinship, Imam Sajjad (AS), mental health, moral education,
sense of belonging, meaning in life, religious psychology.
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