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Abstract

Religious beliefs have always been among the main and influential elements in the
formation and enrichment of Persian literature. Among them, love and devotion to
the family of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) hold a special place. In the cultural and
geographical region of Ardalan, many poets have adorned their divans with praise
and mention of the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), among whom Mastura Ardalan
(1264 AH) is considered a prominent figure. She, using a simple, fluent, and intimate
language, has immortalized the name and memory of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and the Infallible Imams (AS) in her poems and composed odes filled with
devotion, praise, and expression of their virtues. This study, employing a descriptive—
analytical method and focusing on both structural and content dimensions, examines
the praises of the Prophet (PBUH) and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) in Mastura’s poetry. The
findings indicate that Mastura Ardalan, compared to other contemporary religious
poets, possesses distinctive features. Structurally, her odes are characterized by
narrative coherence, a natural connection between verses, and avoidance of the
verbal artificiality commonly found in Qajar-era ode writing. Her use of clear and
standard language, focus on narrating the lives and virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt, and
the smooth and melodious rhythm of her poetry have distanced her panegyrics
from a merely formal and ceremonial tone. In terms of content, Mastura’s praises
are not merely formulaic expressions of admiration but rather reflect her personal
beliefs, traditions, and spiritual experiences within the cultural context of Kurdistan.
The prominence of the portrayal of Lady Fatimah (AS), the integration of praise with
ethical and human concerns, and the presence of regional cultural identity are among
the most important factors that distinguish her panegyrics from similar works.

Keywords

Mastura Ardalan, praises of the Prophet (PBUH), Ahl al-Bayt (AS), structural
analysis, content analysis, religious poetry.
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