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Abstract

In the era of media dominance and the battle of narratives, soft war has
become a decisive factor in the cultural stability of societies. Cultural security —
constituting the soft dimension of national security—occupies a central place
in Nahj al-Balagha. Relying on monotheistic rationality and communicative
governance, Imam Ali (AS) presents a model of cultural-social crisis management
that can serve as a guide for contemporary political systems in confronting
hybrid threats.

Using a descriptive—analytical method and based on documentary research,
this study revisits the components of cultural security in Imam Ali’s teachings
and proposes a step-by-step framework consisting of five elements: recognition,
warning, guidance, restoration, and stabilization.

The findings indicate that cultural security in the Alawi school rests on three
pillars: public insight against distortion, justice in information dissemination,
and faith-based social cohesion. Within this framework, Imam Ali (AS) is not
only a pioneer in analyzing cognitive seditions but also establishes, through
articulating the relationship between faith and awareness, a foundation for an
Islamic theory of communicative governance.

The civilizational implication of this research is that the Alawi model of cultural
security can provide a basis for re-engineering the cultural policy and media
system of the Islamic Republic in confronting cognitive warfare.

Keywords

Cultural security; Soft war; Nahj al-Balagha; Alawi model; Communicative
governance; Social crisis management.

1. Assistant Professor of Political Science, Department of Law and Social Sciences, Payame Noor
University, Tehran, Iran: moinzabeti@pnu.ac.ir


http://0000-0001-9977-9779

