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1. Critical Discourse Analysis: (CDA)
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Abstract

Du‘a al-Iftitah, one of the most significant Shi‘i supplications recited during
the month of Ramadan, carries ideological and identity-forming implications
that extend beyond individual worship. Using Norman Fairclough’s three-
dimensional model of Critical Discourse Analysis, this study examines the prayer
at three levels: text, discursive practice, and social practice. At the textual level,
the analysis of vocabulary and syntactic structures shows that the prayer links
individual devotion with a collective project of justice through imperative verbs,
plural pronouns, and key concepts such as “the ideal state” and “Qasim al-
Jabbarin.” At the level of discursive practice, the prayer is reproduced within
collective ritual contexts and narrative traditions, gaining coherence and
legitimacy through Qur’anic and hadith intertextuality. At the level of social
practice, Du‘a al-Iftitah embodies Mahdist ideology, reinforces Shi‘i collective
identity, and constructs a dialectical relationship between believers and the
envisioned order of global justice. The findings indicate that Du'a al-Iftitah is
a ritual-political text that functions simultaneously as a devotional, identity-
forming, and resistance-oriented discourse, whose interpretation depends on
its historical and social Shi‘i context.

Keywords

Critical Discourse Analysis, Norman Fairclough, Shi‘i identity, Mahdist ideology,
Du‘a al-Iftitah.
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