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Abstract

The basteya(gates) have been the first visible and tangible structures of the
structure of the Astan Quds Razavi for the viewer or pilgrim before entering the
holy shrine, since ancient times. In other words, the boundaries of the Holy Shrine
begin with the bast. The basteya are the connection between the external and
material space and the sacred and holy space of the shrine of Imam Reza (AS).
There were rules for entering the bast. These laws have had a specific relevance
over different centuries, depending on the circumstances of the governments that
dominated the country. A bast is a place where a sinner would be protected if he
approached it. Of course, non-Muslims were excluded from this law and social
custom, according to the documents, and could not enter the bast.This study
reviews the reports of the bast and bastneshini(Sitting in the bast) in Astan Quds
Razavi as narrated by European and American travel writers.

The research and study community is a travelogue that presents reports on the
bast and bastneshini to the Holy Shrine. The research method in this study is
qualitative with a descriptive approach based on events taken from travelogues.
This research seeks to answer the question of how bast and bastneshini function
are described in the travelogues of Europeans and Americans.The findings of this
research indicate that in the Safavid era, with the construction and completion of
the Holy Courtyard (Inglab), the areas on the western and eastern sides of this
courtyard were called Bast, and gradually, at the beginning of the Qajar era until
the end of the Pahlavi era, The concept of the bast and bastneshini has been
reflected in travel writers' reports by expressing a critique of function.

Keywords: The bast and bastneshini, Imam Reza (AS) shrine, travelogues,
Astan Quds Razavi, Mashhad.
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