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Abstract

Khanikov, Bast, and Dalmani are travelers who, from the three continents of
Asia, America, and Europe, have provided thought-provoking reports on pilgrims
and the shrine of Mashhad-al-Reza during the second half of the 19th century.
Khannikov, a Russian geographer, visited the Holy Shrine during an administrative
mission in the years (1859-1858). James Bassett, during the years (1885-1871),
reported on pilgrims and their visits to the shrine of Imam Reza, and mentioned
the remarkable effect of Tawasul and spiritual attractions among pilgrims.
Frenchman Henri René Dalmani traveled to the East and Iran for trade, and in
1899 he arrived in Mashhad with a pilgrimage caravan. This research reviews and
examines the reports of these three travel writers. The research method is based
on quantitative, qualitative and descriptive methods. The question is: Given the
many differences and social functions of Bast, Khanikov and Dalmani, how did
they describe in their travelogues the passion and devotion of the pilgrims and
the journey to the holy shrine of Imam Reza in the 14th century AH (19 AD)? Priest
Bast presents spiritual reports, including the martyrdom of Imam Reza (AS), his
holy tomb. Dalmani's attention, photographing the pilgrims during the journey
and return, and the views of the holy shrine, have made his reports distinguished
and at the same time attractive. In addition to traveling, Khanikov has scientific
and geographical equipment, and his result from visiting the Holy Shrine is the
compilation of the first map of the Imam Reza shrine.

Keywords: Imam Reza, Holy Shrine of Imam Reza, travel writers, James Bassett,
Henri René Dalmani. Khannikov.
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