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Abstract

This study, utilizing an analytical-descriptive approach, elucidates the implication
of the verse, “And no one is granted a long life, nor is anything reduced from his
life, but it is all in a register. Indeed, that is easy for Allah” (Fatir: 11), regarding the
human potential for a long life. The issue of the possibility of longevity, particularly
concerning the life of Imam Mahdi (aj), has always been a theological challenge
requiring a well-reasoned Qur'anic explanation. This research examines the
foundations for the possibility of longevity by investigating the views of exegetes
from both schools (Shia and Sunni) and analyzing relevant narrations. The
findings indicate that the aforementioned verse provides a Qur'anic foundation
for this belief by emphasizing God's absolute power and knowledge, and the
ease with which He can grant long life ("Indeed, that is easy for Allah"). This verse,
whether in interpretations pointing to a predetermined lifespan or those positing
a conditional one subject to change (Bada'), signifies God's complete dominion
over lifespans. Furthermore, other Qur'anic evidence, such as the long life of
Prophet Noah (as), and the acceptance of the continued existence of four divine
prophets by Sunni scholars, reinforces the possibility of longevity and provides
a basis for the theological argument of the 'Rule of Obligation' (Qa'idat al-llzam).
Ultimately, this research concludes that the verse Fatir: 11 is not only a Qur'anic
basis for the possibility of longevity but also strengthens its theological and
rational foundations in response to polemical doubts.

Keywords: Verse 11 of Fatir, Longevity, Imam Mahdi (aj), Exegetes, Rule of
Obligation (Qa'idat al-llzam), Rational Possibility.
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